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OFFSIDE 
SUMMARY



Position
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There are 3 Necessary Elements for 
Determining an OFFSIDE OFFENSE 

Time of 
Judgment

Active 
Involvement

+ ->
Simultaneous Subsequent

OFFSIDE
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OFFSIDE
A player’s POSITION is the first consideration for an Offside Offense.  
3 SIMULTANEOUS conditions must be met to be in an Offside Position.

Player is PAST 
the half-way line 

(or build-out line) 

AND 

Player is AHEAD 
of the Ball 

AND 

Player is AHEAD  
of the Second to 

Last Defender



4

OFFSIDE
The LINE OF OFFSIDE is 

has no fixed position. 

It is determined by 
whichever of these 3 

elements is closest  
to the Goal Line:

• 2nd To Last Defender 

• The Ball 

• Half-Way Line 
(or Build-Out Line)

Being in an OFFSIDE POSITION means that a player is BEYOND the LINE OF OFFSIDE
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OFFSIDE
TIME OF JUDGMENT is the second consideration for an Offside Offense. 

A player’s POSITION 
is judged at the 

MOMENT the ball 
last touches or is 

played by a 
teammate. 

Likewise, the 
LINE OF OFFSIDE 

is determined in this 
moment as well.
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OFFSIDE
ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT in the play is the third consideration for an Offside Offense. 

A player becomes 

ACTIVELY INVOLVED 

in the play when 

the player does ANY 

of the following:

• Plays the Ball 

• Interferes with Play 

• Gains an Advantage from  
Being in an Offside Position

If a player in an OFFSIDE POSITION 
at the TIME OF JUDGMENT 
becomes ACTIVE IN PLAY, an 

OFFSIDE OFFENSE has occurred.


